8o     THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

these thoughts, as the better of the essays clearly
shew, but because many do not at all adequately
realise the evil we have to fight, it is first laid bare
and then the way in which we may endeavour to
overcome it is indicated. As for the enemy, let him
blaspheme ; he always was a liar and the father
thereof and still there is no truth in him. But there
are yet some among us who regard the truth more
than the combined blasphemy of thousands of enemies,
and who know that the only hope for progress in any
matter is by calmly facing the facts as they really
are and acting accordingly.

More than four thousand answers have been
collected from schools in all kinds of neighbourhoods,
in the ordinary course of visits ; and the extracts are
from a selection of more than a thousand essays
by different children containing assertions of similar
nature. They may be divided according to their
outstanding features. These are :

1.  Ideas   of  retribution   in   the   form   of   death,
calamity or lesser misfortune ;

2.  Scriptural reference to support the thought of
retribution ;

3.  Punishment in hell ;

4.  Punishment through the conscience.

Let us consider under these separate heads a number
of representative quotations. It will be seen that
many of them shew the popular travesty of " the
will of God " with which we are all painfully familiar,
and in the aggregate they indicate that to the child-
mind as a whole there is nothing too great or too small
that the Almighty cannot and will not do to be
avenged of the transgressor.